Percutaneous fine-needle aspiration biopsy in malignant lymphoma: a case report of an unusual cytologic presentation.
A case of an elderly Hispanic male who presented with clinical findings suspicious for lymphoma and cytologic evidence suggestive of carcinoma is presented and discussed. Percutaneous fine-needle aspiration biopsy of a group of mesenteric lymph nodes and a pleural fluid specimen showed clusters of tumor cells suggestive of carcinoma. Electron microscopic analysis of the pleural fluid showed comparable clusters of tumor cells, which proved to be lymphoma cells enveloped by macrophages. Histologic, electron microscopic, and histocytochemical examination of an enlarged inguinal lymph node confirmed the diagnosis of lymphoma with several alpha-naphthyl acetate esterase-positive macrophages interspersed among the tumor cells. To date, the phenomenon of macrophages enveloping lymphoma cells, so as to simulate tumor cell clustering, has not been reported. It is, however, an important possibility to keep in mind with cytologically distinguishing a lymphoma from a carcinoma.